THE DEFECT IN HIS ARMOR.

SOLUTION OF A HARD PROBLEM
FOUND BY ABE CRONKITE.

A Widow's Stery of a Suppressed Marriage
Certificate and Will Ralph Bantham's
Qualm and the Deduction From It-The
Fear of a Message From the Dead.

The private ofMea of Judge Marcellus, senior
maber of the law firm of Marcellus & Beavers,
was & commodious room simply and primly fur-
plehed. The Judga's flat desk, piled with tape-
tied iegal files, and the Judge's high-backed
ewivel chair stood in thecentre. A worn horse-
bair lounge, flanked by two chairs of aspect
equally funereal at one end, faced a safe siniilar-
ly sustained at the other. The walls were lined
with law ealf, black and red labelled, while an
ample bamboo screen gave privacy to a modest
washstand and mirror in the further corner

One afternoon the Judge sat in his swivel

ohair at his flat desk in consnltation with a

young and beautiful client. The lady was

dressed in black, and a~ she told her story her
tones frequently faltered from emotion. The
old lawyer listened attentively, with head on
one side and finger tips joining and separating
a8 regularly as the heat of the round-faced
elock over the door, in the one mural space not
occupled by books. When his visitor ceased
and sat with bent head and folded hands, like

& martyr awaiting doom, he swung around

and thus addressed her

“1 want, in the first place, my dear Mrs. Ban-
tham, to assure yvou that 1 heliave every word
you say and shall do all in my power to assist
you. That is both satisfactory and conclu-
give 18 it not? Very well then, let us proceed
to make our actual position just as plain. There-
fore, when I recapitulate the details of vour
strange and tragic story vou must not attrib-
ute my doing =0 to any possible doubt, but only
to a fear of having misunderstood, natural
enough in an old fellow with faculties not far
removed from decay. [ naver want to go ahead,
vou know, nntil I'm sure I'm right. as Frank

Mavo used to say in that pretty idyl of a play

of his, which | was wont to @0 and see twenty

years ago, whenever | felt that my faith in love
and lovalty winning in the long run needed re-
freshing

‘It was, then, just two days ago when [ re-
ceived your letter telling ms that the daughter
of mv ald friend Silas Graeme wunted to con-
sult with me on a matter of viial importance

Bilas and I started out in the law together, and

hig daughter Nellie. a pretty black-eved baby,

was an especial favorita of mine, when ha left
me to aceapt the office of United States Judae
in one of the Territories, which he filled with
distinetion to the day of his death, <0, of conrse,

1 raplied. naming this Lour for our meeting

“1 wont delay over vour struggles after his
untimely loss had left you alone and penniless,
excent tosay that you did all that vour father's
daughter =hould and would de. Our case hegins,
s1x months ago, when *ou were teaching school
at the village of Amoka, Minn,, up in the pine
regions, and yon there met vour late hushand,

Ralph Bantham, Jr,, who was negotiating the
purchase of some gogehic ore heds recently
digscovered In that vicinity., You wera mu-
tually attracted: your conrtship was brief; you
were arried. vou weres  happy -alas, too
happy! Your husband, in his provident care

for your future, forwarded to his tather in this
city the certiticate ol your mMarriage and his
will begueathing all his property to you, You
were makug prepardations to return East with
him and assume your proper station in our most
exclusive circles  Lhe juture seemed brighi
and peautipul=-too brignt too beautiiul

“Then came that awful day when forest fires

swapt (ie Little village frown the face of the
eirtn. Your gallant hus=band  perished in
CNSUFINg your -alety Only a few of the in-
habitant « survived, and ey, anacquainted
with you and induferent to your fate, have
seattered to the four corners of the earth,

dojected, desperate, crazed by the loss of home

and kindred. The clergyman who performed
tue ceramony, his family who withessed 1,
1the clerk who registerad the arriage, the

office in which 1t was recorded, avery one and
evervtning  that  could atlest  your wife-
hood, nave bheen  —wept away.,”” And the
Judge, ~winging around in uis chair, looked
at:one papors throuda eyes that did not see,

“You came East,  continued the Judge,
when the lady had reguained her composire,
“to present your ¢ Laims anud obram vour rights,
having nrst intormea your husband's father
of tais tarrible bereavement.  For a long time
vou were unable to see him, his servants one
ay making obvinns exeises and the next
repelilng you with mmsulting words. Finally,
you contrived a meeting, and with all the foree
of your nature ymplored him for justice. In
vain! He denounced you as an  impostor,
denving that he had ever heard a word of von
from hi- =on, and maintaining that vour story
wa, false. In no wav, as understund it
did he show the slightest <vmpathy, the fain test
compunetion >

Ah,” interrupted Mr<. Bantham softly, “1
forgot one thing, | wWas just going away,
overwhelmed, heartbroken,  when, through
some  strange,  <udden  impualse, | tarned,
volnted my finger and sad. ‘Beware what
vou do, lest your dead son from the grave
{tself intervenes to protect hi- wife and nnborn
chi'ld.” Then it wa~ that his face changed

and for an instant 1 thought he would relent
He walked up and down the room, looking
aboat him nervouslv. ‘Nonsense, woman,’
At length he stammered, ‘| don't believe the
dead return, and even if they do he wonld thank
me for guarding s name and e<tate’

A gualm of superstitions fear,” reflected
the Judge, “which may mnse him to double
his ehurch subseription this vear, hut did not

weaken his re<olation one whit; for he has
already  taken out letters of administration
on hic son™ estate. Well, woll we will <oe,
we will =ee  Alone, disinherited, discredited,

in vour utter woe, vou remember vour futher's
old partner and friend and tarn to him My
dear, vou do me exceeding honor. My home
AWIts vour coming. Permit me to send von
there, where, confident that <uch skill a: the
study and expericnce of vears may have hrought
me will baeyorted in vour ntere<i, vorr may
rest your body and tranguillize your mind.’
Hurdly hud Judge Marcellus returned 1o his
office after ushering out his client when the
bamboo sereen in the corner was pushed aside
and Abe Cronkite, former detective, bt now

the lawyer's coofldentinl  retainer, stepped
forth

“What do you think of it, Ahe?" asked the
Judge

“Tt'= hard lines, " repliod the deteetive

“Hard. inr 1.7 rocumed the old luwver with
a sigh, "1 conecealed vou there that vonu might

hear the poor creature’s story told freely ut
first hand: now whut do vou suggest "

“"Whit Kind of & mun i+ Ralph Bantham?”

“He s very, vory rich

“And therefors would be richer

“Men suy thut he s just

“Thut is, he puys his bills "

“But hard und closs

“That is, he onts them down when he cun "

‘He is u widower,” continned the luwver,
*without family and absolutely abzorbed in his
business "

“No housekeeper of whom he stunds in awe;
no young womun to whom he s fatherly?”

“Nothing of the <ort his bhitterest enemies
admit that his lite s exemplary . Tonse u phrase
current on the street, he 15 too mean to go
wrong "

‘Is he religions?

"To the extont that it is up uspect of o good

citizen 1o be <o He goes to church inat gs he
P his tuxes aoud votes hecyuse that i< u
oredituble thing o do. But indged by St
Jumes's stundard, he s considerably worse

than a heathon
"And vet he foyrad”?
| for & moment Fhe passionugte
of T8 womun's appesl shook his mental equili-
orican, thut s wll o Inomy judg@ment, the man
Ras na heart, no econscience: he i= simp!

v oun
automatic money getter a habit-hound eregtura
us reaguler, ax chungeless in his daily rontine
}--’hn town elock. obeving the husiness precepts
o is futher who wus u miser hefars hiny us if
theyv wera the Deculogue. Why, | don't bhelieve
thare's been w puper mislaid or flled o different
way In their counting house for fifty  veurs
while the destruction of the merest <orap would
seem u violation af thoe Sixth Commandment.”

Then, " sugaested Abe Cronkito, “the ehanees
are he has never had the couruge to destroy
the certificute and will. indeed, he muy even
keep them with him  Now, voung Bantham
must have sent theni on to him either by ex press
or registered mail. Might we not make o point
by obtaining the receipt?

What wonld that amount 102" retorted
Judga Marcallus OF course he would admit
that b» had roceived valunble papers {rom his
son ‘rom tima to the. Bt what of (1?2 Is that
strange hetwaen partners when one i€ away
on important bisiness anterprise<? No, no
thare IS nothing in that, there is nothing in anyv-
thing that has basn said or done, Thers i an ut-
ter. ap absolute lack of proof on onr s

de.’

hen,” conclud+d Abe Cronkite. “nothing
remains but o grind suceess out of the old
man himsal’

“You might as well try to fores watar from
A rock; vou might as easily move a stone wall,”
replied tha Judes despondently

“A rock or a stone wall,” returned the detec-
tive, “may well he of uniform hardness and
strangth, but every man has a weak spot, and
80 has he: indead. T am notso surs ha hasn't
alreadv indicarad where it lies ™ And with
thesa enigmatic words, he left the offics,

Abe Cronkite soon found that he nesded all
his faith in this theory. Dav after day he
watched Ralph Bantham, and day and day
yielded simply an unvarving routine. The
merchant went to his counting room at 8§
©'clock in the morning, at noon he cams out for a

ettt
at 8 o returnad to (4 0 -
stone house, the one light of which was promptly
extinguished at 9 o'clock. In a life tu:
rigidly confined where could a break oceur?
Inamind thus commercially enwrapped whera
should one look for a vagary? And yet. ex-
wrience told the detective not to despair,
ringing up instance after instancs, where one
human weakness, jealonsy, anger. hatred. a
too eager greed for wealth, the Jove of life, the
fear ol death, had ruined an almost complete
girele of human strength. In i nature o self-
contained, so satisfied with the jovs of acquisi-
tion, there seegied no room for the play o the
nobler passions.  His despoiling of hix daughter-
in-law was already afact: hence the time when
avidity might betray him was past. What
then remained?  What, save the brevity of life,
the certainty of death and all the dread con-
sequences which faith withont works, without
that charity which is love, makes vividly real?

Again Abe Cronkite recalled the pieture of &
feeble, heart-broken woman confronting this
man in the hour of his bratal trinmph and cow-
ing him with the chance threat of what his
dead son might do. Again, he pictured him
alone in his shadowy home at night, away from
husiness preocceupations, unahle to sleen, unac-
customed to read, haunted by the idea that
perhaps <she might he right, perhaps, alter all,
the dead might speak, the dead might return
\gain he remembered the nmany cases he had
known of men, hard-headed and practical in
human affairs, acute-minded, too, but itnel-
loetually undiseiplined, led astrav by false de-
ductions from phenomena not fully compre-
hended. by half truths insidiously revealed
and hecoming the prey of \ul’..r N POSLOrS,
whose sole strength consisted of the audacity
to assert and maintain a supernatural power,
8o he watched and waited not without hope.

Saturdayv night came and with it the change
and the chance which often reward those who
thus watch and wait. At half-vast 7 Mr. Ban-
tham came ont of his gloomy, free-atone man-
sion and walked down the street.  As he fn-m'd
under the electrie light on the corner Abe Cronk-
ite notioed that his face was less firmly set, the
pves wore more roving, the lips more flexihle
There was an expression in place  of  mask
of negation, and this expression said what?
Over and over did the detective ask himself
this question, as he discreetly followed. Some
sort of excitement it showed he was sure. an-
ticipation, it seemed, of what was going to
happen or to be seen or heard. But was that
all? Then a meeting with an ouf-of-town
husiness acquaintance might be the explanation.
But no, something else had lurked in the glance
this wayv and that, and even now was indicated
by un uncertain manner and nervous twitch-
ings of the fingers. Urged on was this man
by mental tortiure, if not to gain relief, at least
to end suspense.  There was fear with this an-
ticipation: the fear of an evil which might be
averted, which might, alas, ba proved real
and imminent and unavoidable by the test
thus unwillingiv sought.  Such was the work-
ing theory that Abe Cronkite revolved through
his study of the minutie of vnw\'ldlmlnv and
he adopted it the more reqd@y  becanse (it
agreed with his preconceptions of the case

Thus reflecting, and every moment gaining
Assurance from the conclusions of his keen
observatinn the detective followed the merchant
as he proeeeded down the avenue and over
A cross street toward the river, until he cama
to an old brick building, with tall wooden col-
umns in front, once a (guu'r‘h, but now let for
entertainments  of & decorons
A dim light shone throngh the wine-
dows, and many persons were 1\.~c7’ndnur'!hn
steps, with whom the merchant joined.  The
detective puused to read the poster pasted on
the wall, and then, muttering “1 thought so,
he, too,paid the price of admission and entered
Two hours later the orowd surged ont, some
thoughtful. some argumentative, some de-
pressed.  Among them Mr. Bantham stifflv
walked with the air of one relieved of cars and
armed at all points But Abe Cronkite ree
mained behind

The next day
in his patron's office
sald onentering

“Found what?" asked Judge Marcellus

“Found the weak spot, sir,” and then ensued
an hour of daliberation. “They'll do it, sir,
repeated Abe Cronkite, after he had gons over
his plan. “and thev'll do it well, for thev're a
slick pair.  All they want is vour proniise of
$250 for the attempt, and $1,000 ¢n all if they
sieeend, and 1do think it's worlh the trial”
For answer the lawyer drew two checks to the
detective's order, one for $250, the other for $75,

‘Now.," concluded Abe  Cronkite, “you be
there with the widow next Saturday night
without fail Arrive rather late and take rear
geats on the centre aisle. and unless I'm mise
taken the spirits will et a move on in sundry
places and 10 some effect.”

Saturday night came, and in the old meet=
ing house “Prof. Renardo, the renowned me=
dinm.” and “Mlle. Adela, his astonishingly hyp=
notie assistant,” were viewing through a peep-
hole in the curtain the audience as it assembled
tor communication with the spirit world
“There's the old guy, Maim»." said the pro-
fessor, a= Mr. Bantham, wearing on his anstera
colntenance that same expression of anticipas
twon qualified by apprehension, passed down
the centre aisle to one of the foremost  seats,
“There's the old guy. Maime,” repeated the pros
fessor, “vou might know he was an Inguirer by
the lift of his beak. Now, mark him well, =0
vou wont make A bad break and salt up the
wrong party.”

You're a soft one, Jack.” snapped back the
girl contemptuously: “thera’d be twice as much
in the job if you'd follow my steer and tell the
old file what they're working on him. Can't
von see he's as rich as mud?  Why, he'd come
down &ood rather than have the scare of his life,
to say nothing of what it ma¥v lead him into dog
ing. I helieve in working both ends every time.®
“Stow that, once for all,” growlad back the
professor. “Cronkite's a Headquarters man, T
tell vou I saw him thera vears ago, and he'd
run me in sure if 1 gave him the double cross.
Now. do what 1 say: mark the old geezer and
let him have it for fair. A thousand ecold
plunkers is a drag-off not to he sneezed at "

“I've nailed him hand and foot, and will
give it to him straight,” agreed the girl sulkily:
“hint von're no good, just thasame.”

It was trinmphantly remarked afterward
by the faithful that never before had revela-
tions heen =0 consistent. <o important, so fres
from annoving contradictions and absurdities
as on this evening The professor seenied
renlete with power. it flashed from his master-
tul black eves, it seintillated from his finger
tips, as with a few deft passes he put M'lle
Adele under the inflnence  There were no long
delavs, no coquettings with hopes: the snirits
were tan serionslye disposed not to avall thems
selyes of the exceptional conditions

All of the aeesssories, too, conduced to unusual
solemnity,  The lights had been ecleverly ar-
ranged <o as to leave the guditorium and the
sides of the stage in loom, while their brillianey
coneentrated on M'lle Adels, reclining on a
coneh in the centre, whitesfaced, with eves closad
and lips half-parted. her form a< lhmp and inert
m it clingine vestments as a broken lily.  On
astand hy her side lav a vad of paver with nencil
attached: and now she roused suMciently
to dash off an answer to some inquiry, and then
<he sank back again into her former state of
letharey

As thbh evening progressed, and these questions
had been egenerally answered, there came a
changs in the appearance of the subhject, She
grew restless she struggled against her mental
ohsession Again and asain, the professor
advaneed and reenforeed the influence by more
notent  passes Finallv, for the first time,
unhidden and voluntarilv, M'lle Adale spoke

I want to commmunicate with R, B." she
Tmnst' Twill' [seehim there, an anxions
old man who dreads ver seslis: who comes
fearing and @oes away hanpy hecause he does
not hear.  Now, his son, his dead son, entreats,

oceasional
character

the detective was back again
“I've found it, gir,” he

demands  his attention. Come forth, then,
wratched old man' Do von think to escape
the dead. the mighty dead, to whom time,

distance, space, the securest hidings are lesa
than the motes in the sunlight? Come forth,
lest 1 deliver his message to the world-—a missing
certifieate, a suppressed will ”

Forth from his seat in the second row, as if
impelled by a resistless power, old Ralph Ban-
tham staggered, throngh the side aisle and
up the «tens 1o the stage. with fingers ner-
vously twtghing and face contorted by dire
anticipation and deadly fear.  Alax! it had
caome, the impossibility, which had seemed
<0 possible in the lonely watehes of the night
the fate he had courted against his will! Like
A eriminal awaiting sentence, trembling. 1un-
nerved, he <tond bhefore the woman  while
shie wrote a few word< on the pad One glanean
he cast at the missive terse. peremotory, dis-
nlaving 1 knowlades bevond mortal resouree
the glance of a haunted man. then back he
1grerad down the stairs throngh
the  «ide  aile. up  the  centra  aivle,
the oarposes  and  passions  of  his  |ife
rent from his heart and torn into shreds by
the appalling foree of superstition. The au-
dience well used though the most were tn
manifestations of uncontrolled emotions, sat
silent and motionless, fascinated by the pal-
pahle struggles of a sonl in torment. Ope
person alone moved. a =light young woman
in black, as if in obedience 1o a sign. and as
Ralph Bantham reached the doorway, there
stoond hig <on's widow, her  hand antstretchead,
her face stern. almost menacing. as once he-
fore she had eonfronted him at his home

“Sou! vou'" he nmttered! “Then it must all
ha trie. | restore forgive'" He thrust his
hand into his breast pocket, but even as he did ~o
the horror overcame him. He tottered, he fell
backwurd into the convenient arms of Abe
Cronkite

An hour later. when Ralph Bantham canme
to hims=all in the side room to which he had
been borpe. the sight that he beheld was not
at all alarming By his side sat his daughter-
in-law. her cool, soft hand on his brow, while
near by stood that eminent eounsellor, Judge
Marcellus, whose very presence was an assir-
ancelof peace

“Now that vou are vourself again, Mr. Ban-
tham,” said the lawyer smoothly as he care-
lessly turned in his hand< the two legal docu-
ments  Abe Cronkite had thought it well 1o
secure for him, “I desire on hehalf of my elient,
Mrs, Bantham, to thank vou for vour honorable
conduct in seeking to deliver these papers to
her even at the moment when this strange
faintness overinok vou. Doubtless they had
fust reached vou, having bean delayed in transe
mission. Your prompt acceptance of the obe
ligations thus imposed T can only say is cone-
sistent with vour name and fame in this city
I will, of course, attend to all the formalities
of the law which should he observed even
when relations are as close, as sacerd, | may
®av, as the presant. but there will be no sure
rnse. no idla comment: all the world will re=
n

ice with yon in having found so ming,
so devoted a daughter L
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FLOWERS FOR CITY PEOPLE.

et e
A GARDEN OF SOME KIND WITHIN
REACH OF EVERYBODY.

Things That May Be Done With Window Boxes
and on Roofs—Hints for the Care of Plants
—~The Best Flowers for City Use—Growing
Love of Flowers Here-A Cincinnatl Bower

The eultivation of summer flowers has never
been o popular in New York as in London
and on the Continent of KEurope. House-
holdars here have left that sort of thing to
the florists and the Department of Publie Parks;
but the increase of window boxes, balcony
gardens and roof gardens within the last few
vears augurs some degree of hot-weather
picturesqueness for futiure summers,

Florists say that they have, this summer,
filled five times as many orders for window
boxes as in any previous season; and flower
raising of this expensive ready-made sort
i« only a very small part of the flower cuiture
in the eity. Hotels, restaurants and clubs
order their window hoxes as they do their
carpets and chairs and the issue is in the hands
of the florist. If he happens to be a man of
artistio taste, the city owes him a debt of grati-
tude; but, if his effulgent fancy turns ftsell
Joose in purple patunias and \vl"lu’lfll salvia,
4s in the case of one Fifth avenue club, then
the perspiring passer-by is entitled to violent
thoughts

A good many individuals follow the elub
and hotel principles with varying results,
but they know nothing of the real joy of flower
raising and they are not the lucky mortals
who achieve city Arcadias. The handsomest
houses of the town usually go unadorned so
far as flowers are concerned, for their owners
leave town as soon as warm weather shows
itself; but the side streets, particularly in the
uptown districts, are breaking out in bloom
and the bright splashes of gay color and green-
ery make the brick and stone and asphalt
seem a trifle less forlorn and unendurable,

The simplest fashion of cultivating city
flowers in summer is to have them in the ordi-
nary window box —a long shallow box fastened
to the window ledge, but thera are window
boxes and window boxes, and personal taste
has a rare chance to show itsell in the choice
and arrangement of the flowers and vines,
Scarlet geraninms and scarlet salvia are the
stundard window-hox plants They make
a brave show from the street and it is pleasant
to see their dash of brilliant color, as one looks
out through the window. Then, too, they
are hardy, and that is a great recommenda-
tion. But there are other flowers as effective.
The long boxes on the first-story windows
of ona house facing Central Park are filled
with German forgeteme-nots, masses of hlos-
mom, like bits of tallen sky, backed by spray-
Ing white alyssum, whila from the edges of
the boxes droop small leaved vines, !

The windows of another house in the same
neighborhood have heen hright with pansies
all through the spring, since the hyvacinths
disappeared: but pansies dwindle with warm
wenther. and, in evident anticipation of a hot
wave, the pansies have given way o nas-
turtinms, warranted to live and blossom all
through the summer, if plantad in sandy sol
not too prich and waterad discreetly.  Nas-
turtiums, like all other flowers, will have a
better chance for long and vigorous life if
the blossoma are picked before thev have
time to wither; and it is a good idea to priune

the central runners occasionally  in order
to make tha vines branch thickly

Mignonette, verbena, balsams, lobelia,
larkspur, petunias, sweet alyssum, salvia,

candy=tuft | primroses and phlox are all favorite
and hardy annuals for nse in window garden-
ing. They can be raised from the seed, if
one s willing to take a little trouble and exer-
cisa considerable patience, and there is in-
finitely more satisfaction in success with flows
ers il the amateur feels that they are all his
own, than it he has bought them in their prime.
The seeds may be sown in shallow boxes or
nmi\' ha put in pots, for eonveinent handling,
and afterward trousplanted. 1o many cases
though more particnlarly with larger pereunia
plants, the window hoxes are merely filled
with potted plants, packed around with moss.
The most common mistake with amateur
.('urdam»n in dmd:‘(f with seed plants s that
they bury the geeds too deeply. The seeds
should be sown in a light sandy soil and cov-
ered very lightly with just enough earth to
conceal them. The annuals shonld be sown
about gix weeks before wanted, while the per-
ennials need a longer time, perhaps two or
threa months.  After the seed i< planted it
should be well shaded until the plants begin
to show; but after that they will need plenty

of sun. Some florists cover the seed bhoxes
at firat with flannels wet in warm water, in
order to supply heat, moisture, and shade

Later, it is wise to cover the boxes with glass,
but this i« not necessary if the weather Is
fairly - warm. Many seedlings are ruined
by careless witering. They should be watered
very lightly from a can having a very tine
soray, so that the foree of the water will not
wash the light covering of soil from over the
soends. It is nsually even safer for the ama-
teur to sot the box or pot in water and allow
the moistiure to soak up from helow and to
continue this process until the plants have
appearsd above ground and need the spray
[his subjeet of washing and watering plants
is a vital one, and Fery few amateur gardeners
seem Lo appreciatd its <erionsness. No hard
and fast rule can be given, Intelligence and
abservition must guide one, and nothing will
ruin flowers more quickly than giving them more
water than they actually require.  Ferns,
fushias, lobelias and vies <should be watered
at least twice a day, but for most flowers, onee
Is enongh and sometimes too miuch. A great
deal depends upon the character of the soil
and its draining capacity. It s disastrous to
have the water stand in the soil, and for that
reason, at lea<t one-fourth of all the <oil should
hesand.  For the same reason, ordinary earth-
en pots are the best, as the moisture not only
runs off through the perforation at the bottom,
but exudes through the sides. Flowers never
do as well in a elazed or metal pot or box, and
the wood or clay <hould not even be painted
with hard oil paints, if one expects plants to
do well
In the bottom of every box or pot it is advis-
able to put a thick laver of broken fower pot
fragments or charconl, Sometimes a sponge
s added.  These precantions ure ubsolutely
necessury in euse the receptacle for the plant
has no perforation for drainage.  The charcoal,
clay or sponee ahsorbs the moistiure and keeps
the soil from becoming soguy \ pot ~hould
never be kept standing in o saveer of water and
il the water drains into the «aucer, ihe latier
should  be  quickly  emptied.  Never water
flowers unless the soil seemsdry, and never give
them more water than the <ol will quickly
ahsorb Florists say thut nine-tenths of the
smateurs fail with flowers hecause they water
them too treely. vet a mistake in the other di-
rectiof is as fatal and very fow amatenrs realize
the importance of washing the leaves and stems
of plants carefully and frequently. Plants
breathe throngh the pore< in their leaves, and
when thess pores are clogged with dust the
health of the plant suffers.  In city stroets, the
dust is necessarily plentitul and window or
haleony plants require washing at least every
day or two
An elastio plant sprinkler or a plant syringe
18 best for the purpose, because it throws a fine
spray with foree enough to dislodge the dust or
any Insects’  eges that may have been laid
on leaves or stems.  If a sponge i« nsed, the
provess (s rather tedions and there is danger
of injuring tender leaves,  Fortilizer should he
wed as plant food, but used sparingly,  Ones
A week is as often as it is neoded, and perhaps
the most generallv efMlcacions solution i< a tahle-
spoonful of guano in a gallon of water. One
teaspoonful of agua ammonia in a gallon of
water also mnkes a good solution bath [or wash-
ing and watering plant<. The water <hould
always be at least tepid, never eold. Some
experts recommend very hot water for certain
plants, hut a middle-of-the-road policy i< safer
for amateurs, By the way, hot water will
often revive cut flowers, even if badlv withered,
and a lump of charcoal in the water will keep
ent flowers fresh for a surprisingly long time,
If an elastic sprinkler or <vringe 1= ont of the
question and flowers need a shower bath, a
whisk broom dipped in water will provide i,
When it comes to plants raised from enttings,
geraniums,  fushins,  heliotrope, roses, &c.,
the gardener without experience would do het-
ter tobuy of a florist plantsalready well ronted
It is rarely <ate 1o by of street vendors unless
one is sufficiently experienced to 1ell for one's
self whether a plant i< in a thoroughly healthy
condition. The plants sold by the vendors
have often been much abused and bought from
the wholesale dealers at Jow prices, because they
are not all they might be. Then they have
been hawked about the streets, collecting dist
and dirt and carelossly waterad. They may
seem  healthy  becaise blossoming profusely;
_hu' that very faet s an argument agninst them.
They have heen forced into hlossom for sale
and the foreing proeess injures them '
The firstthingto be dene, it enedoes buy siuch
A plant, = topick off every lower on it, and the
buds as well, until the plant re Zains its normal,
sturdy strength. But, as=aid hefore, it i= better
If possible to go to a florist for the plants, and
saeds, too, shonld he hought at a trustworthy
place. The amateur gardener is wise who
goes to a lorist for his soil, also, Fvery pro-
fessional @ardener has large supplies of pre-
pared soil. often the result of vears of prepar-
ation, and is  usnally willing to =ell a littla
of it If the non-professional cannot afford
this course, or is ton independent for it, he oan
experiment with the best materials at hand.
One-fourth of the mixture should be sand. and
the rest garden earth manure, and forest or laaf

| mould. A professional mixes these differently,
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o our are not available, sand and either the

or leaf mould will make a fair soil.
he manure must not be used in excess.

When the amateur wants to try raising plants
from his own cuttings, he must take a hard
stem of, say geranium, cut to leave at least
two or three joints or eyes. et it into a wet
sponge or wet moss and leave it in a cool, dark

D\ul‘ﬂ for three or four days, or perhaps a week.
‘n- that time the eutting will be ready to sprout
roots. Plant it in sand, sticking it in as deep
as the second o-,\"o-. und, w‘I‘wn well rooted, trans-

lant it into ordinary soil,

“.l‘n«'vlu often attack the eity flowers; but this
seldom happens if care enough i3 taken in
washing the plants. Cleanliness Is a fairly
sure preventive, hut if prevention fails, a
cure }ur the ordinary insects may be found
in tobacco smoke, or in a solution of quassia
wood, one ounce of wood heing boiled in three
pints of water. The plant must be sponged
with the lnke-warm solution, laft fifteen min-
utesand thenrinsed in clean water. One table-
spoonful of spirits of camphor in one and one-
half pints of water also makes a good wash,

A window toward the south or east, of course,
offers the best situation for fower @rowing,
and it ix important that flowers should have
the morning sun; but floral wonders are wrought
even in the dark, dingy back vards of the ten-
ement district<. 1f some rieh sofl can be rro-
cured and substituted for the hard clay, hardy
flowers and vines may grow and quite trans-
form one of these forlorn little plots, The
East Side kindergartens and children’s clnhs
have proved this fact, and the children under
canahle teaching have turned dark holes chokod
with rubbish into veritable bowers, The ex-
amole set in this way has crept into the homes
and there is many a creditable window and
roof and backyard garden in the slum dis-
trict, started on a basis of old tomato ecans,
beans, sweet potato tubers and stray seeds
The scarlet bean is one of the hardiest and

wrettiest of elimbing vines, and fleures largely
(n uptown baleony and fence adornment, while
A =weet potato tuber put in a glassfal of water
and kept in a warm roon for iwo or three weeks
will break out. into beanty that would do credit
to many a vine with a high-sounding name
The glass must be so smal! *hat the tuber will
not some within two inches of the botton

The downtown roofs are great L»lm-»s for
gardens, and any one who climbs a sky seraper
miay look around and see a very good floral dis-
plav spread out beneath him. Some of the
janitors and their wives, who live on the hich
buildings, have developed a flower manin,
and one woman down near the Esst River had
a garden Inst segson that was well worth a visit,
Roof flower gardens haven't been carried to
the limit of their possibilities in the uptown
aunrters though a few flower lovers have made
daring experiments.  Oue man had a remark-
ably heautiful rose garden on his roof, hut he
died and <o did the roses,

In Cincinnatithereis one city house whose roof
reconciles the owner to city summers. Flower
boxes, full of brilliant geraniums, roses and seed
plants are set around the edge of the roof; and,
from them droop swaying tendrils of vine,
clinging to the walls and wandering down as
far as the second storv windows.  From upright
rods art the roof corners wires are stretehed
along above the flowering hoxes, and on them
are festooned Madeira vine, canary bird vine
with its brilliant yellow flowers, and flowering
honeysuckle.  An awning 1= stretched over a
large part of the root and under it are rogs,
hammocks, chairs and a table, o that one may
Ioaf and look off through waving vines and
bright flowers and invite one's soul as con-
fortably asthough in Aready. There is nothing
exacty of the kind in New York, but there wil
he before this summer ends: for the wife of a
New York artist has come back from Cineinnati
with detarmination in her eve, and there is a
mighty planting and g=ubbing going on on that
ariist's roof

Wistaria, eclematis, Japanese honeysuckle,
searlet craeper and some varieties of climbing
roses, notably the Baltimore RBelle and the
Prairie Queen, will grow in the tiny plots of
front or back vard allowed to the average New
York house, if one will give them decent soil
and nlittle care.  The many baleonies on private
houses and apartient houses offer another

lorions  opportunity  for beauty. Boxes of

owers may be set along their balustrades, and
from them monevwort, the hardy partridee
vine with ita red berries, the convolvulus, the
eranherry vine or some of the pumerous 1vies
may droop and twire around railings and posts
The elimbing cobea will chimb from balustrade
cornersup over the wall ind around the windows
even though the exposiure he a southern one
and the bricks baking hot while, if the baleony
has a roof and a shudy side, thers are any num-
ber of lowering vines that will convert i into a
thing of beauty

City flowersmay be on the inorease, but there's
still a broad fleld of sthetic possibility before
them, and the ohildren and the women must
push on the good work for maotives both selfish
and altrufstic

A BARBER FROM PHILADELPHIA.

Treatment a Castomer Is Liable to Recelve In
a Town Called Slow,

“There's a little mole on tha lower edge of
my lip that you may eut off if you don't look
ont for it," said the customer to the red-headed
barber,

It's & good thing yvou spoke soon enough,
for thera's no telling what might have happened
to vou if I had slashed into it. There's nothing
makes me quite so mad as to cut into a mola
1I'm a awful bad tempered man anyway, When
1 was a kid my mother broke me of swearing
by tesching me to count forty every time 1
got mad before | sald anvthing. 1 got into
the habit and 1t stayed by me ever since.

“This morning a guy came in here and set
hitnself down on the next chair and the man
at that chalr lathered him and started in to
shave on him. Then the boss ealled him away
and sent Lim out to shave a specinl customer
at home and moved me over to finish the 1ob
the other man had just started. | was in a
hurey becanse | don't like these left-over jobs
and I went right at it quick.  Pretty soon the
KUV savs to me, he savs

‘By the way,' he savs, ‘1 ought to tell yvou*
he savs, ‘that 've got a rather prominent mole
on the side of my chinright here,” and he pointed
out the spot.  He was not paying any attention
to me or he'd have noticed that | was counting
thirty-one  thirty-two  thirty-three, but he was
not the Kind that takes notice. So he savs
to me again, ‘1 thought I would tell yvou,” he
says, ‘that 1 have a rather large mole on my
chin'

“‘Thirty=nine forty." says I, with a hnmi
and then I danced around in front of him an

sivs, ‘No, vou aint! You're a damn liar!
Fhat's what you are.  You ain’t got no mole
at all.  've got it right on the edge of my best
razor and why in thunder couldn't your say
something before? )
~Well now, what do yonu think he did?  He
just cronked lhike a frog that's settled down
i the greenest part of the pond and fell over
on the side of the ehair in a dead faint.  Say,
1< that the way von New York folks do? Be-
canse | eotne from Philadelplia and L' uot on

This town's no gopd for barbering any
wav," he sald alter a plase, “'ta pot saving
much for Philadelphin  but any wayv  there

wis u chanee to do a little graft there in the
hotels.  Graft?  This s graft e boss
sends me upstairs to cut the hair of the child
of 0 lone widow what's feeling too bad 1o leave
her room and wont let the hov go out alone
to get his hair et Well, | eut his hair. and she
=avs= how much? “Three dollars,” savs |, never
winking.  Of course she don’t know any hetter
and she's feeling =0 bad she don't care those
are all thing= & man has to size up for himself
when he goes into the room  and she payvs right
up without a murmur.  Then Willy, the barber,
goes  downstairs and peve the hoss a dollar
and gets his percentage out and pockets the
other two and that's 82 graft. There's graft
to he done right in the shop on drunks and on
Rubes who have coma info the place for the tirst
time and wont be Jikely to come gain

‘Why, say, | know of places in Philadel-
phia right now that vou eonldn't get out of with
that head of hair on to save vour life or vour
last eent. The man would straighten vou up
as if he was just going to brash vour hair alter
a shave, and the fir<st thing vou'd know he'd
have the elippers or the shears out. and vou'd
sav to him ‘Fdon't want my hair eut, vou know
and he'd have his head turned the gther way,
Vad then you'd say it over againand he'd whirl
nround quick as though he'd just come ont
of a dream and he'd begin to cut it in such a
way that if vou didn't 1et him g0 on and finish
he'd make vou a holy show on the street.

‘But for real graft there is nothing like the
pushing off of patent goods, Thev tell me
there's still places on Broadway where that
sort of graft goes. The game there is this
Evervthing goes along regular until the finish
and then the harher goe« to the case and begins
to take down fresh hottles of bav rum and
!»-rhum- and so on. He opens them all up and
wging to throw them onto vour face and
hair. . You sav von don’t want perfume. He
don't hear vou at first and then he apologizes
and goes and Rnh on something out of some
other hottle lien he's through he hands yon
a check and begins to wrap all the bottles he
has opened in wrapping paper
C"You Jook at the check and 1t sayvs 8417
You holer He savs. 'Didn’t you sav that
von wanted evervthing first class? Didn't
we break the seals on all these bottles for vou?
They're no good to us any mor. It vou don't
take them awny we'll have to throw themn into
the street” If yon're a sucker, as most of
thelr new customers are, yvou will pay vour
four-seventeen and take the bundle away with
vou. If vou are not von will do w hat | saw a
man do when he was up against that game onee,
He took the barber hy the serufl of the neck
and hauled him out to the hotel ofee and hol-
lered for the proprietor and told him what he
thought of the whole graft. The proprietor
offered to scrateh his hill off the books if he'd
onlv  stop his  holler.

‘But except in one or twn places like that
'?‘vrﬂn nothing any good Aany more in New
York Fvervhodv's on salary and expected
to make his living off of tips. Sn vou see me
drawing 810 a day and waiting for some first-
class second story man or some second-class
safebreaker to come along to give me, & job
that I can earn an honntnﬁvln‘ at” ~
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CHINA'S SECRET SOCI

e

PARTS THEY HAVE TAKEN IN
HER REVOLUTIONS.

Predecessors of the Boxers as Instramental
as They Promise to Be in Shaping the
Destinles of the Empire—The Natural
Outgrowth of the Form of Government,
The Chinese Empire furnishes an excellent
fllustration of Herbert Spencer’s dictum that
an autocratic Government fosters secret so-
cieties, In a popular Government, where the
national policy is shaped by public opinion,
freedom of speech deprives the secret society
of ta very reason for being.and where citizens
of a4 republie form a secret assoclation it must
be from the pure love of secrecy. Butinatov-
ernment where the power of life and death and
the pursuit of happiness is in the hands of one,
and whers opposition or even remonstrance is
deemed treason. those who desire to effect re-
form or achieve revenge must resort to secrecy
until the strength of numbers gives some gs-
surance of safety and success.
I'he Government of China is paternal, but not
of necessity despotie, the theory heing that it
is the pleasure of the Emperor to care for his

preople as a father for his children, and that he |

will give patient heed to all complaints  from
his subjects, which, according to the Emperor
Wouti of the Han dynasty, is one of the most
viluable sources of a sovereign’s information.
But Chinese theory and practice are widely
separated.  The officers with whom the prople
really come in contact have generally, in spite
of the civil service examinations, hought their
way to place like the Roman pro-cotsul, and
like Caesar, have three fortunes to make hefora
they return from their Government. and as
their tenure of power is extremely  insecyre,
these farmers of the public revenue make all
the hay they can while the sun continnes to
shine. The imperial Government is paternal,
but the rule of the mandarins is rather that of a
stepfather. And so from the earliest times ( hina
has heen, as it is now, honeycombed by secret
societies.  Indeed, popular plottings in seeret
serve the same purpose in China as does the bal-
1ot box in our own eountry; they answer the
people’s will in framing the natioual poliey and
changing the national head. Not that such

W societies are alwavs revolutionary or even po=

litical, for they are often social or religious
and yet like the Society for Gazing on the Moon,
than which nothing could appear more innooi-
ons, organizations originally social are sorpes
times used to accomplish the most momentous
politieal revolutions

The first of these associations of which we
have record is the “Crim<on Evebrows. " Im-
mediately before the Beginning of the Chris-
tian era the great Han dy nasty which had ruled
China for 200 years, and was to rule for 2m

more, was temporarily under a clpnd, formed |

by a too powerful Minister named Wang Mang,
who made and deposed Ewmperors at his will,
and permitted each monarch to retain the erown
only so long as it served the ambition of the
Minister; until having by long practice become
proficient in the art of ereating Sous of Heaven,
he brought forth his masterpiece, A. ). 8, hy
hims=ell assuming  the purple, or more acci-
rately the yellow. In no country has loyaly
to a fallen house heen shown more devotedly
than in China in the many dynastic changes
which have ocenrred during her history of
5,000 years,

I'he new Emperor had to meet rebellion on all
sides, but was able 1o do so suceessfully, and
executions followed his victorious arms untf)
it seemed that to opposa the usurper was to
conrt death. Here was a legitimata oppor-
tunity for the Chinaman's genius for con-
spiracy. Fan Chong, an adherent of the Hans,
organized a band in the Provinee of Shantung
which quickly grew into an army, sa1ato number
200,000 men.  Each member of the band had
his evebrows painted erimson to signify that
he dedicated the last drop of his blood to the
cause, and it was, without doubt, this sym-
bolism, =o effective upon the childish mind
of half-civilized man, which determined the
1asne of the conquest. The 400,000 flery eves
strick terror into the soldiers of Wang  Mang
aud brought luspiration te the foroes of Han,
and the usurper was defeated and slain

The curse of China has been the indolen
of its Emperors, who have too often resigne
all power into the hanas of Ministers or the
Empress.  Lingti (A. D. 188-190) of the Hans
left the country to the misgovernment of
eunuchs of the palace Then was formed the as-
sociation of the “Yollow Bonnets,” who Incited
a revalt, but the head dress of imperial Yellow
did not command the suceess w{:u‘h had at-
tended the Dragon's Crimson Eve, and after
a few initial vietories the Yellow Bonnets met
defeat and extinction at the hands of Lingtis,
generals

In 1270, atter a desperate strugele of nearly
halt a century, China passed under the rule of
the Mongols  and KublaisKahn, the successor
of thegreat Genghis, founded the Yuen dvnasty.
The Chinese ware most unwilling subiects,
and after o rule of ninety vears the foreigners
were driven back across the northern border
whenoe they had come.  Strange to sav, the
leader of the patriots was a Buddhist monk,
and one st powertiul tactor in accomplish-
g the happy result was the Society for Giag-
ing on the Moon.  The ostensible purpose of
thix association was to promote the worship
of the Queen of Heaven, and whether anything
more iwimical to the reigning house than ths
most innocent diversion was intanded by the
founders of the society s not known. The
Chinese dignify the most trivial affairs of lite
with sentiments borrowed fron the ancients,
and cover the most dangerons conspiracies
with the moral precepts of Confucius.  What-
ever its original purpose, the society became
A potent allv to the political plotters who were
SIEIVINg to restore 4 native rule to the Ewpire.
The annnal testival for the worship of the moon
hecame a gathering of conspirators, and the
vakes which it was the eustom to eat in honor
of the lunar goddess were made to do duty as
PHVOYS ost extraordinary. A summons 1o
rise against the Mongols on a set day was in-
closed in the eakes, which were sent from place
to place throughont the Empire

We hear nothing of such societies during tha
suceeeding Ming dvnasty, but with the Manchu
conquest in 1844 the secret conclave was re-
vived with increased vigor. The Manchus
und Chinese have never amalgamated, and
have hardly mingled. the conquered still re-
ward the conquerors as an inferior race of bar-
harians. - Fvery large town has its Manchn
city and its Chinese city, and in every town
there is o Manchu garrison.  ‘The native broth-
erhood which has, under varions names, re-
ligionsly set itsell to the task of ousting the
Manchu or T<'ing dynasty was attended in its
origin by a miracle.  The Emperor Yung Ching
N722.178% directed  or allowed severe perse-
cution aaxainsgt hoth Christianity  and Buddh-
ism, and in one of the religions outhreaks the
Shaolin Buddhist monasteryPwas sucked and
burned, and many of the monks were Killed
A Tew escaped, breathing vengeance agininst
the house of T&'ing, and in their fight came
to a stream where they stopped to guench their
thirst,  Having cooled their throats, but not,
it would seem, their imaginations, they saw
floatink on the waier a china censer, which
heing recoverad was found to bear this legend
"Overthrow the T« ing and restore the Ming'"
They stralghtway determined to obey the com-
mand thus miraculously conveved, and mix-
e their blood with wine they drank to the de
strnction of the Manchus.  Thus was forme
the Water Lily Seet, which has been the mothe
of Al the secret socwtios, except that of the
Boxers, which have threatened the rule of the
Manchus and endangered the veryv existence
of the Empire during the present eentury

The long reign of Kien Lung, the wisest of
the Manchu rulers, gave little cause and no
opportunity for aggressive action on the part
of the new brotherhood, hut in the reign of his
siceessor, Kin King, outhreaks
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Ta'ings. but the

line of burglary, r y and m\
the vicissitudes of their dangerous
were faithful to each other and to their
Their motto was:

The blessing reciprocally share,

I he woe reciprocally bear.

The impressive ceremonies attendin their
initiation were conducive to fidelity, 1In the
dead of night the novice was brought before
the assembly, often gathered in the pths of
forest,and as a preliminary ceremony was oblige
to prick his 4nger with a silver needle, allowing
the blood to drip into a bowl of wine, which he
i then drank. The written oath, consisting o
| twenty-six parts, was next read to him, and after

he had sworn the oath was burned as an offer-
| ing 1o the gods. who were supposad 1o visit the
renegade with terrible vengeance, The novice
was then made to “cross the bridee,” which
consisted in his standing underneath two naked
swords held over his head by two brothers,
while the presiding officer or elder brother
heard him reaffirm hix allegiance. The new
member then wrung off a cock’s head, saving:
“Thus mav 1 perish if the secret | divalge.

Although the Chinese are noted for their un-
| truthfulnes< few have broken this oath, The
l wnalty for treachery was, of course, death,
|
!

oath.

inflicted by one or more members chosen for

the mission, as {s the custom with the Russian

Nihilists,  Like the Freemasons, the brethren
| were able to make themselves known to each

other by secret signs and passwords. and could

thus communicate among a crowd without ex-
| eiting suspieion. One of their signs was the
pieking up &n obiect with three fingers, sig-
nifving the “three united” of the Triads, Peace-
ful and timid subjects were forced to ioin Ly
menans of le'ters threatening death as the pen=
alty for refusal. and travellers were often
kidnapped on the highway and initiated out
of hand, .

The Trinds are no more, and this present
I breed of Boyers saems to be entirely different
| in origin and purpose

THE SITUATION IN CHINA.

Views of an Americ Who Has Lived Long
at Pekin,

The Rev. Dr. H. H. Lowry, who is an Amer-
ican, and President of the Pekin University,
believes that the dismemberment of China is
not vet at hand despite the steps for the re-
i pression of the (hinese which have had to be
taken on account of the outrages committed
by the Boxers against the missionaries, Dr.
Lowry has just arrived in this country on a
vacation. He has spent the greater part of
his life in China. He went there thirty-three
vears ago.  His belief that China will not be
dismenibered i< not simply the result of his
own observations; it is quite in accord with the
views of practically all the foreign Ambassa-
dors and Ministers there, he says,

“Just before leaving China,” said Dr. Lowry,
“I had a talk with the American Miunister to
China, Edwin H, Conger. He told me that the
represantatives of the Powers had considered
the matter in all its various phases and had
reached the conclusion that a partition of China
would be mest undesirable, for it could not he
I dane without the tnevitable and long expected

genernl war.  You see, every nation is anxious
{to obtaiy the yolk of the ege. Every nation
wants to obtain more than its competitors,
Russia, which is the strongest power in the East
to-dav, is =aid to be behind the sudden reaction-
ary movement, and 1 believe this to be true
At the same time, Russia can do nothing, even
with theaid of France, so long as America, Great
Britain and Japan act together.”

‘Has Russia obtained so strong a foothold
in northern China as alleged?”

“Yes. She has anticipated and forestalled
all other nations, especially Japan, which has
irretrievably lost its opportunity to become
the ruling power of the Far East. Had Japan
striuck the necessary blow at Russia last year,
v and had she won, she would have been in a
position to dictate to all the world, so far as
China is concerned

“The Chinese are essentially a commercial
and agricultural race. The general concep-
tion that they are all akin to the laundryman
80 common in our country s absurd. China
| has a high civilization, with a fine litarature,
{ and while Chinese methods may seem anti-
quated and ridiculous from our viewpoint,

‘ot there 1s much to be sard in favor of the Con-
neian civilization.  For instance, there 18 not
one line in all the Chinese sacred hooks, upon
which Chinese eivilization rests and which pre-
seribe etiquette and morals, which could not
be read aloud before children. This is more
tnan can e sma of the sacred bonks of some
other nationalities and races. But 1o retuen
1o the individual Chunese. He is not dense. on
the conteary, he is an intellsctual marvel in
‘ many respects. The greatest Occidental diplo-

mata are helpless when face to face with the
i diplomats of China. A Chinese diplomat will

sit opposite to vou and wlll lie most palpably
and openly, and vet, knowing that every word
he has uttered isa lie, you can do nothing. That
1« why diplomacy moves so slowly in Pekin.
~ “Time and again the foreign representatives
in Pekin have thought they had the Chinese
Government cornered, without a loophola for
asvnro. Nevertheless, when the erucial mo-
ment has arrived, Chinese ‘diplomacy’ has
snabled the Government to turn a mental somer-
sault and to wiggle out of any and all promises
made.” ) )
_ "Then Chinese morality
judged by our standards?"

‘On the contrary, China is the most mora
| nation in the world. taken as a nation. 0O
{ course there are individuals in every nation
that disgrace themselves and their race. It
{s 8o with China: but, on the whole, the (hinese
are  exceptionally moral, Rexual laxity is
held in far greater abhorrence in China than
inany Oceidental land,and reverence for nts
is far more general there than here or in Europe,
as_all the world knows. "

“But if China is so civilized why are the Chij-
nese wo opposed to foreigners?”

“There hax been a somewhat natural re-
action,  After the war of 1880 the nations
made a great mistake in admitting China into
the mmm‘- of nations as a civilized Power,
They should have taken charge of the Empire
iustead, and a period of at least a hundred
vears should have been devoted to its reform.
That precaution was neglected and the nations
are now reaping the consequence. (hina
as a nation is wondrously and terribly eon-
ceited.  This mnst alwavs be borne in mind
when Chinese matters are considered. Most
serious intarpational complexities there have
been due to this Chinese trait. Every time
foreign vigilance is relaxed China arrives at
the conclusion that she has grown powerful
epoukh to dispense with forelgners, and un-
pleasant incidents of all sorts ensue.

“The mistake of 1880 might have been reme-
died in 1805, just after the Japanese war. Then
Japan should have assumed the tnn[mnslbilltv
of modernizing China, but Russia interfered,
and as a result, China having recovered from
her humiliation, is again endeavoring to throw
off all foreign influence. ™

“Could not the progressive 11 Hung Chang
haye intervened at this time?"

“Ii is progressive only when it suits his
personal purposes, He has proved a great
dizappointment to many of his friends. though
he has many admirers still.  While enlightened
in many ways he i< yvet Chinese. But all reac-

Js not very high,

tionary influences combined cannot prevent
the gradual elimination of Chinese medie-
valism. for the leaven is there and s work-
ing. The vounger generation of Chinese

will prove the ultimate saivation of their coun-
try, no matter what measuores the (loverne
ment mav take against them "

“1s China worth the trouble she is giving?*®
~ "Most assuredly. It is no seeret that China
s one of the richest mineral countries in the
world. Valuable minerals and precions stones

! minerals are there

ocourred in |

Shantung provinee under the direction of the |

White Water Lilies, and in 1803 the assassina-
tion of the Emperor was openly attempted in
the streets of Pekin, The outrage was rightls
or wrongly charged to the White Water Tilies,

and an edict was published making death the |

penalty for membership
sote extent avoided by changing the name of
the associntion as often ns the nece-sity arose
11 was called the T'heen te hwuy, he Celesto.
lerrestrinl Society, or the Society That nites
Heaven and Farth:” and later  the San
hiwnt, “The Society of the Three United,
whieh comes the name “Triads,” by

from

society has heen most commonly known.  The
threa united” are heaven, earth and man
Another name was Hung Kia, or “Flood Fam-

ihv,” slgmifying that its membership shonld
overflow the land new society also arcse
in the reign of Kia King known as the (ireen
Water Lilies

Under various names and sometimes under
none the operations of the society were carried

on with remarkable vigor and daring. In-
surrections . continued  during the reign  of
hia hing. and in 1813 another unsucesssful

altenmipt was made upon the 1ife of the Emperor
There was little open activity during the next
reign, that of Taukwang (182050, hut  the
Triads were quietly fornenting the great Taiping
Rebellion, which in 180 plunged China into a
civil war lasting fifteen vears, which was finally
auelled with the help of Gen, “Chinese” Gordon.
The Triad= have since been dormant, if not
dead: ve! their spirit was reincarnated for a
time in the Kolan Hwni, a society formed of
veterans of the imperial troops who had been
engaged against the Taipings. Unlike their

redecessors, however, thev attacked not the
Manchus, but the white foreigners, and oc-
casioned the rising against the whites in 1859

and 1800
The avowed purpose ofithe Triads was the de=

Thisx penalty was to |

can be fonnd in many parts of the vast Fmpire,
\s vet little mining has  heen done that
is what wa would consider mining bnt the
ner AWAIting the call of man,
China's lands are fertile, and were they tilled
necording 1o modern methods would yvield
handsome returns especialle if properly fortil-
ized. Even as it is manv, if not most, of the
farms in China. though thev have heen under
eultivation continuonsly for more than a thon-
sand vears. still yield good orops.  This “peaks
well for Chinese soil if not for the farmer.
“The real object of the Boxers is said to he
the perpetnation of the Manchu dynasty and
the expulsion or death of eyery foreigner
T'he names of the leaders of the Roxers are
unknown. for the order is strictly saeret  (w-
ing to the general reactionary Spirit now pre.
vailing the numbers of the Boxers are oon-

I stantly increasing, and as the army itself |s
said to hoin favor of this sect. the present
danger te the foreign contingent i« much

ho
[ as might sesm at first glance, "
which the |

graver than is generally admitted
Yet China's future’ is not as nerplexing
o~
Lowry. “The solution which MTn'oI\'m:,;l'\"):f
thinking must come. isto have the Empire ROV -
erned by a home government, sanctioned and
controlled by the nations. In that way alone
will China ever make a lasting advance. | had
sineerely hooed and expected that to Japan
might fall the Jot of modernizing China ’hnt
international jealonsie « made this impossihle
A< it s we must all hone that the nations may
not <o far |lose their heads as to plunge into war
on aceount of China. It wonld he terrible
and would he of no benefit 1o (‘hina Rightly
governed. and with her resoirces  nroperly
and judiciously developed. China will prove
a tremendons factor in the world's aff
—commercially and otherwisa " s

lee Cream Soda Sold In o Saloon.

Oneof the latest novelties on the upper Weat
Side isthat of a man, who, hesides running a
#aloon and dance hall, ha<'put up an jee eream
and soda water stand in the rear of
for the accommodation of the tem

women who ratronize the dance
only been selling the ice cream - 5:‘,',“:

soda a
week, and since then he taken considerah)
trade from the 2
o ooun:r:m stores in the J

the saloon
l’llnﬁ'ounc

was wn mainly from the ?m
and 'M:pucﬂwwlmy hy%""gﬁ:?
obbery &m‘““ y

'

ll

| welves the vassal of the

HINTS OF BOXER UPRISING,

THEY ARE NOW RECALLED whgy
THEIR WARNING IS TO0 LAtk

Last Month the Scope and Parpose of the yg.
randers Was Made Public Through g
Engtish Paper of Shanghal- The Dowager
Empress's Complicity 1n the Movement,

SaNx Fraxcmsco, June 15 Since the Boxep
troubles in China have reached an acite vygq

! it {s recalled by those who read the I¢ading

English papers printed in China that scpme Sige
nificant hints of this anti-foreign movemeg
were recently given. Perhaps the plainest 4.
mations were furnished by a unative COrthe
spondent of the North China Dy Newa yn
English paper published at Shangha!, which is
noted for giving the best summary of news
from all the treaty ports. 1n a recent issye iy
contained a long, rambling communicatiog
from a native correspondent in which the ime
portant featura was & solemn Warning to fope
elgners to ba prepared for a great scheme to
drive out all the whites in China and 10 regaig
the land occupied by them, either by concessiog
or lease, )

Put in compact form this warning was 1o the
following effect: The enmity of the leading
Manchus toward all fnrpi‘an-b has been growe
ing for years, and it has now reached such a
point that a great secret scheme has been fory e
to dispossess all foreigners, except perhaps the
Russians and to seize the lands they now ooe
cupy. Among the leaders of this movemeng
are the Empress Dowager Prince Tuan,
father of the Heir Apparent.  Pryeg
Ching, Kang Yi, Chao Shu-Ch'iao gnd
It Ping-Leng. To accomplish this pyre
purpose an army, composed exclusively of
Manchu soldiers, has been gathered, Thg
Pekin fleld force, numbering 50000 men, ig
to be in charge of Prince Ching: the Husberg
Corps, known by the formidable title of the
“Glorified Tigers,” which is 10,000 strong, wij)
be commanded by Prince Tuan; and the bannep
corps of the army, numbering 12,000 men, wi|)
be under Kang Yi and others. This foree of
72,000 men, well armed and equipped, is to fory
the nucleus of the “Army of Avengers." whije
the Boxers are to be regarded as guerrilia gusile
iaries who will raid detached missions and
overawe the populace in districts which are
friendly to foreigners.

The answers of the Chinese to the warnijge
about the spread of Boxers by Sir Claude Mace
donald. the British Minister, were all insincerg,
This correspondent, writing early last montl,
sayvs that all the leading Chinese in Pekin
and Tien-Tsin had known for months of thig
scheme to expel the foreigners by ald of 1he
Boxers, Nothing was printed in regard 1o 1he
matter, but by that wonderful means of conie
munication b)l' word of mouth which prevalg
in China as in India, the Intelligence wascarrid
to all parts of the great Empire.  Only in a few
rlaces were any intimations given to foreigners
und those who were warned treated the storivs
as canarde and laughed at their Chinese friends
for placing any eredence insuch absurd reports,
Meanwhile the agents of the Boxers were everye
where  in Shantung and Chihlf and even in the
Imperial Prefecture of Shuntien, which is the
official title of Pekin, Manchuria has long
hean the seat of this society, and trom it came
the first notes of the disturbance which has
now involved the whole of North China and
promires to overthrow Emplre,

The apologists for the Empress Dowager
claim that she has done nothing 1o stimulate
the Boxer ontrages, and that the Government
has done all in t-,;owar 1o suppress the pere
nicious activity of the anti-foreign socicty,
Some idea of her real sentiments may be gathe
ered from the report of an interview which
Wang, a4 censor and a native of Chihli. recently
had with her. The subject of the Boxers came
up and she turned to the censor and raid. “You
are a native of this provinee and ought to
know. What do you think of the Boxers in
Chihli? Do you think that when the time
comes for action they will really join the trcops
in fighting the ‘foreign devils?™ The censop
replied: “Your Majesty, T am eertain of it
Moreover, the temets tanght the members of
the society are: ‘Protect 10 the death the
h.rnvunli'_d 'nasty [T'ien Ch'ao) and death to
the devils' [Kuci-tze].  For my part, so deeply
do I belleve in the destiny of the society to
crush the foreign devils that all my family
are now ‘»rnvli-lnﬁ the incantations of the
Boxers I 1 wish is the power to lead the
Boxers in the van of the avenging army whe|
the time cornes, and before that time Jo all
can to assist in organizing and arming them. "

T'he Empress Dowasel is said 1o hiave been

that the Boxers will act rashly an t th
Government into trouble with the YMQ\‘M:'
before everything is ready. The Boxers newa
good leaders in Chihli and Shapiung to guicms
and restrain them "

This ended the andience, it the force of tha
oensor's words may be es'iated, as next day
A decree was issued, naming Wang Governor
of Pekin. He was lifted from the postof sub-
prefect to that of a provifeial judgeship, a greas
metropolitan office of the fourth grade. The
correspondent adds that note should be taken
of the use of the term, Yang Kuei-tze or “foreign
devils,” by the Empress Dowager. This ex-
pression has heen prohibited since the Tien-Tsin
massacre of 1870, and any one heard using it
has been severely punished. Yet the Empress
uses [t in ordinary audiences with officials,

he same correspondent lem a version of &
recent session of the Grand Council, in which
the anti-British _and ;fonnuur anti-foreign
sentiment of the Tsung-li-Yamen was apparent.
Jung Lu made a speech in whech he advised the
Government to seek an alliance witiy Great
Britain. as in that case it would also recgixse
the support of the U'nited States and Japan.
This angered Kung_Yi, Prince Ching, Prince
Tuan and others. Knnﬁ‘ Yi voiced 5-« sentie
ments of his colleagues when he said; “We have
scores 10 settle with (ireat Britain for the sack
?{. the Yuen-Mi ’ -Yuen

e seigure of Formosa and with the Unite
States for treating the Chinese who go lher':

and to the Philippines no bhetter th
Aﬁalns' Russia we have nothing, lfmF:i:n‘;
helps Russia, though we have deep grudges

against France, we will only he so much the

stronger. I decide for keeping in t
rrl»mﬂhip with Russia, for ':mn horhr?y’\’f:?.‘
can defy the world. With Russia alone ready

(7] hc-lpn__!. Great Britain will cower into the backe
gronnd.” These declarations were a plauded,
and as the Empress Dowager PlpW-‘MJDlQIIW‘
Yung Lu was silenced.

et ———

DEATH OF SAMORY.

A Man Who Once Lorded It Over 500,000
People In West Africa,

The Emir Samory, who has cut a larger figure
in the affairs of West Africa for the past twanty
years than any other native, has just died, &
plrhmm-r in the hands of the French at Libree
ville, in the GGaboon region. His prestige and
power had been waning for some vears, About
two years ago the French caught their old ANAe
my near the northern border of Dahomey,
carried him to the coast and kept him undee
a‘uard, 80 that he might do no more mischie!
They were very happy over the downfall o
Samory, who had given them more trouble f
many years than all the other native potentat
in West Africa together,

) Samory was a slave when he was a little boy.,
The chief who owned him gave him as a ransom
1o another chief, for a woman who had been
taken captive. Samory's now OWNEr WA an ime
ortant personage inWest Africa, the Marabou
K'-r_\' Idrahina, and as his little slave KTOw ul‘
he attracted much attention from the Marabout
and from evervbody else in the eonntry who
had anything 1o do with native polities: for
Samory became a young man of areat intellie
gence, courage and talent for intrigue. He
Wax so bright that the Marabhout made him his
«Jncf adviser.  Samory alwavs looked out for
No. Lin a very Kkeen and able manner, One
day he thought he saw a chance 1o better his
fortunes, and o he deserted his old master and
u’nnvd forees with a more powerful chief. It
Wik A sorry hargain for the latter, for in A few
prars Samory turned against him, defeated
ﬂr'n in battle and took the whole country into his
own keeping.  He was now a Prinee on his indie
vidual acconunt with a throne of his own, and
he began to enlarge the borders of his donminion,

Samory's career of conguest was brilliantly
trinnphant.  He compelied one petty chief op
kinglet after another to beg pardon for the
Fesistance they offered and proclaim theme
Kreat Samory
OUt 1o conquer about 180 litt)e h’ln':-'; in tll!: I.l:-‘
terior of West Atrica and carried out the job
®ith great thoroughness. By the time he got
through he was the ahsolite master of 500000
people in the western Soudan and lorded it over
A country east of Liberia and Sierra | sone thas
is I‘:r'a:r than most of the States nf FEurope

Ut SANOrY Was not satisflod with the o
he had earved out for hun-:-lr '"hn l:;.‘l:" b":
be master of the Whole western Soudan, and
on account of this ambition he got into hot
v;‘n‘u-r with the French, He would push into
the territory they claimed on the upper Niger
s':_nd they would drive him hack. Then the
rench would push up the Niger into Samory's
mrlm. and he defeated many a French O Dew
ion fur It was long before the French sent
:d;:'a‘r:._\"ngmn.-t the 'rn'm arful native that was

»eope with him. It was no A
I'Dru::“tll;f:‘:m:g:dd;an him a series of hI‘n:viLl llh:t
is pres 3

of vnnutdarﬂ"lﬁ ll'!r’:'l“:c W stripped him

reonfiict waged for years after t)
lu::tiu'u:'llll_\' |n{hi' all he had gained, .n‘r:fg.l?‘t‘g
ST 0 ® struggle he was 1
Fr“" 10 post, a mere hunted !m‘:r('i‘v’n'.‘ Yrli‘h"a:

the territory

!h::.ghln?o“r‘v now 'ﬂ::'lu over all

v acquired, and th:

:I.QN welcomed the end that h‘l: '3«;'1"::'1'3.'2
Lﬂ lost everything that made life deairabie,

eatly pleased with this report, but she added;
’:,\'a it is a grand soclety, but I am ufg:?'

pilace; with Japan for -
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